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direction of Optimism as his general principles will
allow him. This world is, indeed, he allows, only a
reflexion or copy of the higher world, and, as a
reflexion, it cannot be equal to its original; but it
comes as near to that original as a reflexion can do.
We are not to say that this world is evil, though
there are many untoward things in it; it would be
too much to expect that it should have all the
perfection of the intelligible world. But, he asks,
allowing that it is only an image, a what more
beautiful image could there be ? After the fire of
the intelligible world, what better image of it could
there be than our fire ? What earth, outside of
the intelligible earth, could be better than ours?
After the self-centred unity of the intelligible world,
what sphere could be more perfect or more regular in
its revolution than the sphere of our heavens ? Or,
again, if we set aside the sun of the intelligible
world, what other sun could shine more brightly than
ours ? "1 That contempt of the world of sense, which
the Gnostics regarded as a proof of the elevation* of
their spirits, is rather, Plotinus contends, a proof
of the opposite; for he who despises the beauty
he has seen, must be one in whom it does not
awake the reminiscence of the higher beauty from
which it is derived. " Por what musician, who has
perceived the harmony of the intelligible world, will
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